THE VOLUNTARY HOMES           41

transferred to a more suitable place at the earliest
opportunity. This also applies to the smaller
receiving Homes of the various agencies.

In addition to the Homes whose raison d'etre and
sole function is the temporary shelter of homeless
women, almost one-quarter of the Homes of all types
in London reserve a small proportion of their
accommodation to meet cases of urgent need. These
thus become in part specialized Emergency Homes
upon lines according with the nature of their primary
functions; some accept at short notice emergency
maternity cases, women stranded with babies or older
children, women infected with venereal disease, or
-other special cases.

In spite of the activities of the large Shelters and
the supplementary emergency work carried out by
other Homes, the provision of this kind in London is
still far from adequate and rather loosely organized;
much delay, discomfort and anxiety to applicants
would undoubtedly be avoided if more accommodation
could be made available, or even if the present
accommodation could, by the co-ordination of effort,
be more effectively utilized.

2. Maternity Homes

The Maternity Homes are divisible into three
distinct types :

(a) Thirt3^-four Homes receiving unmarried mothers
for a period before or after confinement, or both,
the confinement taking place away from the
Home.

(l>) Twenty-two Homes admitting women with their
babies after confinement only.

(c) Ten Homes accommodating maternity cases
before, during and after confinement, the
confinement taking place at the Home.